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miserable  arrival,  and  utterly  inexplicable,  as alzac had planned the arrangements most care-illy beforehand, going minutely into commissariat stails, that his bride might find everything abso-itely comfortable on her arrival in her new home. t was impossible to force an entrance, so M. and [adame Honore de Balzac, utterly worn out by ic fatigues of the journey, and longing for rest, ere  obliged   to  sit   in  the   carriage and spend le time in agitation and vain conjecture, while a icssenger was despatched for a locksmith.    When le door was at last opened, a terrible solution to le problem presented itself.    The excitement and rain of the preparations, and of the hourly ex-fetation of the travellers, had completely upset Le mental  balance of the unfortunate Francois, id he had gone suddenly mad !    It was a sinister nen, a wretched commencement to Balzac's home fe ;   and he, always superstitious, was no doubt >ubly so in his invalided and suffering condition, rancois Munch was  sent to  a lunatic asylum, here he was cared for at his master's expense.ows they could see the flowers with which the rooms were decorated ; but in vain they rang at the courtyard gate—no one appeared to let them in. It was
